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VIA FACSIMILE 202-772-9749

July 8, 2004

David Reese

Offtce of Safety and Envlronment
'De[‘anmert of Homeland Securlty
Washmgton, C 70528 '

Re: ProoosevaEPA Dlrectlve Request for Extensmn of Publxc Comment Penod
for an. ad ‘ucmal 30 days ’ : L

Dear Mr. Reese:

'We are wntmg on behalf of the one mllhon members and activists of the Natural

_Resources Defense Council (NRDC) to request a 30-day extension of the public
comment period regardmd the Department of Home]and Security’s (DHS’s) proposed
directive containing policy and procedures for 1mplementm° the National =
Env1rovme*1tal Pollcy Act (NEPA) 69 Fed. Reg 33043 (June 14 2004)

Gn en the sweepmg nature of the achvmes affected by the directive, the initi al
30 days provuied for comment are insufficient to provxde a full record of the pubhc

concerns. and ideas- regardmé the proposed dJrectwe Numerous communities across the

country could be affected by DHS activities. More than 30° days is necessary to inform

fpotentlau v affected cmzens of the dlrectwe and to gwe them the opportumty to evaluate

‘the proposal

£n add.mon more than 30 days i is necessary to gain access to and 1ully evaluate

the admmxstrahve record: upon which DHS has based the numerous categoncal

exclusions’ proposed DHS has made it 1mpossxb1e to review the record withinthe '~

initial 30-day comment period by requiring NRDC 10 subrmt a Freedorn of Informatlon
- Act request 1o obtam 1t : i \

Thank you for consideratian of this request.
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Shdron Buccmo R i Max Wilson
Senior Attorney » Legal Intern
1260 New York Avenue, NW, Suite 400 NEW YORK' + LOS ANGELES ~ SAN FRANCISCO
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